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This painting depicts Annual Conference of North America Taiwanese Women's Association: includes lectures, panel
discussions, award ceremony, small group sharing, talent shows, delicious snacks and banquets, exercise and after con-
ference touring the hosting city, 2015 will be in San Diego.
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PS: NATWA II celebrated their 10th anniversary at the Convention in San Diego ° It is a milestone ° 2 new co-chairs
are from Northern California this year > instead of Southern California that is also new ° Let’s all make concerted effort
to help them and work with them ° If you see a NATWA II member who has special talent or interest » please get them
involved in our respective committees °

Thank you again - looking forward to a Joyous and challenging year °

Yamei from Northern California
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Care for Soldiers - (2014-2015)

Deployed Soldiers

* Send emails letters, cards & care packages to deployed soldiers for spiritual support.
* Reached a total of 176 Soldiers in 10 units stationed in Afghanistan and Kuwait.
Wounded soldiers:

* Adopted 7 wounded soldier/veteran families for holiday.

* All 7 families were referred to us by the VA Medical Center in Kansas City.
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*Taiwanese American Scholarship Award - 4 *| 25 {171 Blue Valley library » 7 ¢ 227 245° & Zpidg il

Oregon - SW Washington 4 4-46 £ % +

The following are the planned activities for year 2015. In addition, we will have a cherry event in Mid/late August, and a
2015 year-end final gathering before the end of the year.

If NATWA members would like to join us for the two parade/walk, one in May and one in June, our local chapter will
accommodate and entertain. Room and board.

Thank you for accepting us as a local chapter and we hope our local chapter will thrive and our members will be encour-
aged by participating.

2/28/2015 : NATWA OR AND SWWA 2015 SPRING FESTIVAL/GATHERING
5/9/2015 : MOTHER'S DAY CELEBRATION
5/16/2015 : HAZEL DELL PARADE

This is a parade to increase awareness of Taiwan in Vancouver, Washington. There will be people from Taiwan and also
local Taiwanese folks in Portland and Vancouver walking the parade.
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We contacted the director of the local Domestic Violence for Women shelter
to ask about necessities they might need for their shelter. That same week we
assembled items for children and asked Secretary Flora Jang and Vice Presi-
dent Mai Lee to deliver supplies to the shelter.

October 25, 2014

October 6, 2014

We participated in the Susan Coleman Race for Cure for breast cancer.
Members wore the Team Taiwan t-shirt and also carried Team Taiwan’s
flag. The flag was passed to many people. We proudly represented Taiwan at this activity. The race was at New Orle-
ans City Park with nice weather and was a good cause to support.

February 18, 2015

We visited the residents of Chateau Living Center and provided refreshments and entertainment. Several dance routines
were presented along with resident participation in stretch and exercise instruction.

March 7, 2015

We welcomed Dr. Tsai to speak on the subject of Taiwan Culture and Typhoon Mary.

April 11, 2015

Mrs. Li Sue Chen spoke about Estate Planning and Mei Lu spoke about Aboriginal Taiwanese Songs.

hanks to our guest speakers and every one of you for being great sports.
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“Actually, the last seven months was a beautiful
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“Mom, I was thinking about the same thing. It was a

beautiful memory for me too.”
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one last gift from our time in New York” » * ﬁ%ﬁ:ﬁﬁ pa
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memory for me-"”

“Dear Mom, This letter is one more souvenir to commemorate our
amazing adventure in New York. I'll always remember it as one of
the most special times in my life....” He talked about many happy
memories, as well as how frightened and sad and scared we both
were, and needing each other so much. He also described how he felt
on the very first night when he came back to Kansas.... He conclud-
ed with...

was so rare and special, and it is a gift that we'll always share. I am

this has been the most amazing seven months in my life. It

so honored that you gave me this and this beautiful life.... I love you

and always will.
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Sharing My life  crace Buie
On my way to Ottawa by bus, I met a man in his mid-thirties. While he was bending looking at his computer, I spotted
on his on a part of his back uncovered by his t-shirt a three-faced god tattoo. He told me it took 45 hours to complete,

and he endured the pain to remind him that his wife went through pain in contractions when giving birth to their daugh-
ter. He intrigued me. This inspired me to create my DVD.

“Ghost and Tattoo” is a sound, image and text DVD production, my cultural pearl necklace ( XAEEZERIEFE) made from
cultural pearls ( SZ{E¥2EE) I collected. With the help of an artist, it was completed in 2007. Most of the photos are from

my garden. I have presented “Ghost and Tattoo” on a few occasions: Ryerson Life Senior course, Diversity Toronto and
Mensa club, Enquiry Night, 2013, and a few other presentations. I never promote it commercially. Maybe I consider any
art endeavor therapy. It is biographical and, due to time, is limited to 20 minutes. I present the six clips, highlights from
the DVD.

The DVD describes the journey of my soul, expressed in writing, in images, and in a special DVD that captures the frag-
mentation and healing in my quest for meaning.

This is a personal story reflecting the East meeting the West. It represents the clash between an adopted culture and a
traditional culture, it is leaving your homeland, your root culture and loving one not from your own culture. It is a story
discussing love from an academic perspective, it gives insight from intergenerational issues, cultural issues and histori-
cal issues.

If you are interested, visit my Facebook: Ghost & Tattoo.
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A Chat With Our President

Yamel Lee

By/Jenny Lee

Twenty-seven years ago in March of 1988, Yamei Lee and 19 other Taiwan-
ese women gathered in Los Angeles upon the request of then future vice
president of Taiwan, Annette Lu. Ms. Lu had been on a tour around the
United States to hand-pick women she knew to share her vision of what is
to become NATWA -- an association of Taiwanese American women based
on friendship and common culture. Thus began our current president’s
journey and involvement with NATWA.

I had the pleasure of interviewing Yamei, who shared her history, goals for
the year, and vision for the future generation. Her goals and theme for what NATWA accomplishes this year
come as no surprise when I find that her past careers involve being a psychiatric nurse and teacher; success
in both careers involve a great deal of compassion.

The Taiwanese American community as a whole is successful, but our culture of not getting involved in other
people’s business causes us to look inward and to care only about our own welfare. Many people see very
little of what goes on outside of our community. Yamei feels that since we have benefited by being in the
land of plenty, land of opportunity, and land of freedom, we should be grateful for what we have and consid-
er paying it back. Her vision is for all of us to look outside and start helping other people - either by volun-
teering or other means. We want to remind ourselves that we can give a little bit of love and concern to
those who are less fortunate and to make their lives a little better. The joy we get from helping others is
priceless, uplifting, and a reward in itself.

Yamei is honored to have been nominated by the 9 members of the nominating committee, and accepted the
post because she believes in its mission and she likes the group very much. Additionally, she feels that she
has something to offer to the group, and that is why she is taking this opportunity to give back what she has
received over the years and to give her input. She hopes to lead the group toward compassionate acts, and to
exert a positive influence on others.

When asked what her favorite thing is about NATWA, she said that the friendship between so many wonder-
ful, outstanding Taiwanese American women who care for and learn from each other is what she cherishes
the most. This is also what she hopes will continue in future generations of NATWA. She hopes that in 10
years, the organization will remain vibrant, although she does feel that the group will need to evolve. Yamei
feels that in order to remain relevant, the vision of NATWA must be re-evaluated to meet the identity of the
emerging NATWA group.
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| watched ‘The Sisterhood of Night’

Yamel Lee

I went to see Marilyn Fu’s movie “The Sisterhood of
Night” on Friday, March 13th, in San Francisco’s Japan-
town in the beautiful modern Sundance Kabuki Cinema.
The show time was 7PM. It took me more than an hour
drive to get there. I went early with a friend and enjoyed
an authentic Japanese dinner.

When we got to the theater close to 7PM, I saw Hochi and
a few NATWA II young ladies, one of them was a former
NATWA 1I intern from Berkeley when Bertha was the
NATWA President.

The moviegoers, who were anxiously waiting to get in,
were in a line about a block long. At 7PM we were told
that we still need to wait, because the director, the screen
writer (Marilyn) and some cast members were still answer-
ing questions from the audience.

Before I went in, I was a little apprehensive, because the
photos I saw seemed a little spooky and I was not sure
what to expect. Because this was a premier, there was no
review to read about it.

At around 7:15 PM, I settled into a very comfortable cushy
seat and started my curious journey into Night.

The movie depicts the growing pains of teenage girls, their

need to be accepted
by their peers, their
jealousy of other girls,
their wanting to be
independent, to find |
their own identity, to
deal with strong sexu-
al desire, to stand up
to parents, and rebel
against the  adult
world.

In this film, four teen-
age girls got together
to deal with their
growing pains in a
secretive and support-
ive way at night in
dark woods, away
from the eyes of their
parents and teachers.
Two different worlds; two different meanings.

I suggest that you go to the movie to find your own experi-
ence. It was totally different from what I had experienced
when I was growing up and yet I felt full and content after
I have finished seeing the movie. It was like I had just en-
joyed a satisfying gourmet meal.

Marilyn presented a beautiful piece of art inspired by her
teenage experience. I was happy to have this opportunity
to witness a new and different world from my own.

We, Taiwanese girls, at least for me, grew up in such
a structured environment that there was little time to
think or worry about ourselves. I was pretty much
~ pushed through my daily activities until I graduated
from college.

> teenagers. How will you deal with them? Will your
& face be black or white? Will you be kind and under-
| = standing or be disapproving? Maybe you will get in-
= i spiration from the “The Sisterhood of Night.”
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